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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of 
Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of Certain Officers 
 
 
On May 29, 2007, Hawker Beechcraft Corporation, an operating subsidiary of Hawker Beechcraft 
Acquisition Company LLC (the “Company”) announced the appointment of William E. Brown, 44, as 
President of its Global Customer Support operating segment.  Mr. Brown joined the Company from AAR 
Aircraft Services, an aircraft parts and maintenance firm, where he served as President and General 
Manager of a number of that business’s locations.  Previously, Mr. Brown served as Senior Vice President 
of Operations for Independence Air.  Together with other previous employment, Mr. Brown has over 20 
years experience in the aviation operations industry.  Mr. Brown will assume responsibility for the 
Company’s customer support, parts distribution and aircraft services operations. 
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(d) Exhibits 

 
99.1 Press release dated May 29, 2007 issued by Hawker Beechcraft Corporation 
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Hawker Beechcraft Corporation Announces New Global Customer Support 
President 
WICHITA, Kan. (May 29, 2007) – Furthering its commitment to producing the world’s 

finest aircraft and providing customers with excellence in service and support, Hawker 

Beechcraft Corporation (HBC) is pleased to announce the appointment of William E. 

Brown as president, Global Customer Support. Brown will lead the entire Global 

Customer Support organization, which is comprised of Customer Support, Parts 

Distribution and Aircraft Services, HBC’s network of fixed base operations and service 

centers.   

 

“We are extremely fortunate to have someone of Bill’s caliber join our leadership team 

and continue our performance excellence promise,” said Jim Schuster, chairman and 

CEO of Hawker Beechcraft Corporation. “Our customers – the perspective that matters 

the most – tell us we have made tremendous progress towards that objective.” 

 

Brown replaces Randy Groom, who recently made the decision to take some time with 

his family and explore new career opportunities for the future. “A true Beechcrafter at 

heart, Randy has led the Beechcraft and Global Customer Service and Support 

organizations over the last three and a half years making significant contributions,” 

Schuster said. “He will be staying with us to ensure a smooth and seamless transition.” 

 

With more than 20 years of aviation operations leadership, Brown is a dynamic, people- 

and customer-focused leader. He has the operational background and market 

knowledge to lead the Customer Support organization as it continues on the path to 

being recognized as the premier provider of customer service in general aviation.   

 



“The position of President of Global Customer Support is a critically important role for 

Hawker Beechcraft,” Schuster said. “Under Bill’s leadership we are confident he will 

continue to raise the bar in ensuring we provide a wholly new level of service and 

support for our customers. He is backed by a veteran corps of leaders on his team 

including Doug Brantner, Christi Tannahill, Drew McEwen, Tony Caper, Carroll Shivers, 

Mike Sloan, Greg Graber and Wes Norris.” 

 

Brown joins HBC from AAR Aircraft Services, where he has been president and general 

manager of the aircraft maintenance and repair operations’ four locations in Oklahoma 

City, Tinker Air Force Base, Hot Springs, Ark., and Roswell, N.M.  Prior to that, he was 

senior vice president, Operations for Independence Air; senior vice president, Sales & 

Marketing for Avborne Inc.; vice president, Maintenance and Engineering at Midwest 

Airlines; and spent the first 13 years of his career with American Airlines, where he 

advanced through a rapid series of operational roles.  Brown has a master’s in Business 

Administration from Colorado State University and a bachelor’s degree in Aviation 

Management from Oklahoma State University. 

 
Hawker Beechcraft Corporation is the world’s leading business, special-mission and 

trainer aircraft manufacturer – designing, marketing and supporting aviation products 

and services for businesses, governments and individuals worldwide. The company’s 

headquarters and major facilities are located in Wichita, Kan., with operations in Salina, 

Kan.; Little Rock, Ark.; and Chester, England, U.K. The company leads the industry with 

a global network of over 100 factory-owned and authorized service centers. 
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